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Balancing Reading and Writing

The debate between whether reading or writing is more beneficial to reading and writing has been going on for years. When we compare reading and writing to other subjects such as history and science, we can see that they actually are closely related. Also, mastery of reading and writing is a key importance in being able to understand and progress in the other subjects. If one cannot read, how are they supposed to read and understand the information they are supposed to read for other subjects and other classes? Furthermore, how are they supposed to write an academic essay to answer the questions that the teacher has for the student? This paper will go through the benefits of both reading and writing instead of just focusing on one as a second language learner. “Since there is a single cognitive proficiency underlying both reading and writing, improvement in one domain will result in improvement in the other” (Hirvela, 72).

As our book, Connecting Reading and Writing discusses, “The non-directional model, which works from the same assumption as the directional model—that reading and writing share common features—says that transfer between the skills can move in both directions, rather than just one, as in the directional model” (Hirvela, 72). It is important for all educators of second language students to include lessons in both reading and writing and to be sure that they compliment each other. When these subjects are separated, how are they supposed to compliment each other? “The act of writing down one’s questions, ideas, and so forth, allows readers to pause and think about what they have read” (Hirvela, 75). Practicing the art of writing gives readers a greater understanding of what kind of effort went into the writing and the possible different meanings behind it. “Students involved in a rich writing curriculum develop a keen sense of why something they are reading was written, as well as its strengths and weaknesses” (Tierney, 19). The more a student writes, the more they understand the thoughts and the efforts that go into reading a piece. They start to view what they’re writing as a reader and ask those critical questions that all writers need to ask themselves: “What would someone reading this think? Is my point getting across?” By personally thinking of their audience as a writer, it starts to make their writing better in general. Reading also gives the second language learner the ability to see how other people articulate their thoughts, which is something that will come in handy for them through school and also into the future.

Reading is just as important as writing when it comes to the needs of second language learners. Being able to understand what is being asked of them is incredibly important not just for school but for outside needs too such as reading the local paper, mail sent to them, or even something like e-mails. “An influential trend in literacy research involves the scrutiny of quantitative and qualitative relationships between measures of reading ability or achievement and writing performance” (Ferris, 35). There is sometimes such a different between writing in different countries. Many American writers use humor and sarcasm within their writing and it is something that needs to be read often to be understood and caught onto. “In considering reading for writing, then, we need to extend our notion of reading, particularly in our writing classrooms” (Hirvela, 113). Our book also talks about the idea of treating our readers as if they were writers when we teach them how to read to enhance their writing. The more the student reads, the more they understand different techniques that they can use within their writing, such as metaphors or alliteration. “Writing to read, then, can be defined as the use of writing at various stages of reading to ensure stronger reading, with writing serving as a means, a tool, not an end or final activity” (Hirvela, 77).

So, it is important to find the balance between teaching reading and writing. “Equipped with the understanding that reading-writing relationships are multidimensional and may change as learners progress, teachers can adjust the weight given to reading tasks and writing practice according to the needs and expectations of their learners” (Ferris, 33). Many teachers place huge emphasis on one or the other; either making sure their students read more books than papers they write. Finding a balance between the two will help the second language learner excel as a student and refine their skills to be able to communicate effectively and efficiently within American society. As teachers start to construct their lesson plans for the year, it is important to look at the syllabus and ask how many reading and writing assignments there are. Is there a balance that is too far one way or the other? If so, it is important to balance each other out and make sure the assignments compliment each other, for example, a reading assignment, then a writing assignment about the readings. We must remember as teachers and tutors that we are teaching our students to read to write, and to write to read. Making sure we take the extra steps to ensure this reading and writing foundation will help them succeed in every other aspect of their second language learning and adapting.
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